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Sunday, July 31st, 2022
Marking ‘Emancipation Day’- August 1st
This year is the irst of icial commemoration of this day in
The United Church of Canada.
“We are made for goodness. We are made for love.
We are made for friendliness. We are made for togetherness.
We are made for all of the beautiful things that you and I know.
We are made to tell the world that there are no outsiders.
All are welcome: black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, educated, not educated,
male, female, gay, straight, all, all, all.
We all belong to this family, this human family, God's family.”
Desmond Tutu

Music to Gather Us
Land & Place Acknowledgement
Welcome & Announcements
We light this candle in the name of the One
who calls us to a radical, transforming love.
A love that breaks down the walls of fear.
A love that is intentional.
A love that has the power to bring an end to racism.
A love that honours each of us, all of us,
as people created in the image of our Creator.
The Worship Candle, also called the Christ Candle, is Lit

May peace enfold us. May love shine in us.
May justice be seen through us.

♫ Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
sung twice ~ More Voices 21

Gathering Words
In the gift of this new day,
in the gift of the present moment,
in the gift of time and eternity intertwined,
let us be grateful,
let us be attentive,
let us be open to what has never happened before:
in the gift of this new day,
in the gift of the present moment,
in the gift of time and eternity intertwined.
John Philip Newell - Sounds of the Eternal: A Celtic Psalter (2002)
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♫ Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us, ground us in you.
More Voices 7

A Moment to Connect and / or Re-Connect
We Sing

Come Touch Our Hearts

More Voices 12

We Pause in Prayer
“Some believe it is only great power that can hold evil in check,
but that is not what I have found.
It is the small everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keep the darkness at bay.
Small acts of kindness and love.”
J.R.R Tolkien

We are a people of convictions, seeking to make a difference;
Yet some days we grow weary.
We are a passionate people, working for the ways of justice;
Yet some days we grow weary.
We are a people of vision, seeing the shape of how our world could be;
Yet some days we grow weary.
We are a hope-)illed people, believing in possibilities and promise;
Yet some days we grow weary….

♫ O God we call, O God we call,

from deep inside we yearn,
from deep inside we yearn,
from deep inside we yearn for you.
Voices United 411

Holy One, may this time of worship;
may the enfolding and empowering presence of your spirit;
may our being together in community and common commitment,
renew us for the work of your kin-dom .
We are born to make manifest
the glory of the Sacred that is within us.
It’s not just in some of us;
it’s in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine,
we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same.
As we are liberated from our own fear,
our presence automatically liberates others.
Marianne Williamson
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We Open Ourselves to Wisdom

♫ Word of God, Word of peace,

Word of love, Word of life,
Word of justice, Word of passion,
Word creating, Word of healing,
Word of singing, Word of praying,
come upon us, come restore us,
come inspire us, Word of God.
from ‘Breath of God, Breath of Peace’ - More Voices 24- musical arrangement: Shelley Pos

Hebrew Scripture Wisdom

Isaiah 58: 6-10

God’s Desire

♫ What does the Lord require of you?
What does the Lord require of you?
To seek justice, and love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.
based on Micah 6 ~ Voices United 701

Gospel Wisdom
We Sing

Mark 12: 28-34a The Heart of the Matter
I Have Called You by Your Name

Summer Ponderings

More Voices 161

"Emancipated, But Still Working for Freedom”
‘Marking Emancipation Day’

drawing on words, re>lections offered for this day
by Rev. Dr. Paul Douglas Walfall

A Time to Ponder Together
‘What Can I Do?’
The kingdom of love is coming because:
somewhere someone is kind when others are unkind,
somewhere someone shares with another in need,
somewhere someone refuses to hate, while others hate,
somewhere someone is patient - and waits in love,
somewhere someone returns good for evil,
somewhere someone serves another, in love,
somewhere someone is calm in a storm,
somewhere someone is loving everybody.
Is that someone me?
Is that someone you?
Is that someone us?
Ministry of Music

‘Be Thou My Vision’
offered by Heather Cameron

4

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World
Gratitude Moment

♫

Reamo leboga, reamo leboga,
reamo leboga modimo wa rona,
We give our thanks to God, we give our thanks to God,
we give our thanks to God, we give our thanks to God.
traditional song from Botswana - More Voices 187

Ministry of Music

‘It is No Secret (What God Can Do) ‘
offered by Heather Cameron

A Prayer of Recommitment to Justice, Equity, and Peace
God of peace,
give us the courage, strength and perseverance needed,
to challenge the systems of racism,
so that we can clear a path for your justice, peace, and equity.
We believe racism is present in our society and in our church,
and throughout time has manifested itself
in many forms and in varying degrees.
We know racism is alive in our language and in our structures,
and through our systems it actively works to deconstruct your glorious design,
blocking the path to justice, equity, and peace that Jesus brings.
Racism exists, and it challenges the gospel message that we cry.
We cry abundant life for all,
knowing that we are slowly being suﬀocated by the pervasive evil of racism:
some of us are choking; some of us cannot breathe; some of us are dead.
We cry peace,
knowing that we are the instruments of God’s peace
and that such peace cannot exist without justice, equity, compassion, and grace.
We cry Emmanuel, God with us,
knowing that to God, every life matters – God is with all people –
even though as a community and as a society
we have stated through our actions that some lives matter more than others.
Compassionate One,
help us to understand how racism ﬁnds life in our hearts and in our cries.
This day, may we commit ourselves to be people of your way
crying and creating a path for justice, equity, and peace
for all people in this wilderness of hatred and racism.
May it be so…
from United Church worship resources for Black History month.
adapted from a prayer written by Alydia Smith - General Council Staﬀ - Identity and Mission Network Coordinator
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We Are Blessed – We Are Called to Be a Blessing
"Unless you live as if the world you imagine exists,
the world you imagine will never exist."
Alice Walker

You Are – We Are – God’s Beloved People
You Are – We Are – God’s Beloved Community
A people of deep spirituality
Bold discipleship
Daring Justice.
Let us Go Beloved of God
Let us go to Be Love –
Our community, our world needs us.

♫ Ameni, ameni, amen, amen, amen, ameni !
A traditional hymn verse from South Africa - More Voices 219

Music to Move Us into our Day and World
‘Keep on The Sunny Side/ I’ll Fly Away’
offered by Heather Cameron

Please stay for a time of refreshments and conversation following worship.
This morning we are hosted by Cathy Davis & Diane Vaughan.
A warm welcome and thank you to
Heather Cameron for sharing in our ministry of music.
August 1st - Emancipation Day celebrates freedom for people
of African descent and ended slavery for all people in the
British Empire. It celebrates an important milestone in
Canada's journey for human rights and reaﬃrms the full
humanity of all peoples.
On this Emancipation Day, which marks the 188th anniversary of the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire, the Black Clergy Network of our
United Church invites all of us to join them in two special Emancipation
Day events.
Tonight , Sunday, July 31 at 8:30 p.m., the Black Clergy Network and
others will hold a ZOOM ‘Emancipated, But Still Working for Freedom
Panel Discussion.’
Tomorrow, Monday, August 1, at 12 p.m. they will host a national
Emancipation Day Worship Service on our United Church YouTube Channel.
Links and more detailed information can be found at united-church.ca or
on the United Church of Canada and Pictou United Facebook pages.

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."
George Santayana
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OPEN DOORS
OPENING MINDS
OPENING HEARTS
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
Your financial gifts are a tangible expression of your faith commitment
and we give thanks!
Our offering plates can be found at both entrances to Spirit Glen.
THANK YOU for Your Support!

pictouunited@eastlink.ca

We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.

♫ Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
ONE LICENSE #739136#739136-A. All rights reserved.
reserved

Please Note… Mary-Beth will be out of the oﬃce and on vacation
from August 1st- 10th. In case of pastoral emergencies
please contact the PUC Oﬃce 902 485-8081
or Debbie MacLellan 902 485-4108 / Vee Reich 902 485-8906
co-chairs of our Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee

REMEMBER! NEXT SUNDAY-August 7th is FUNDSCRIP Ordering Sunday!
For more info or to arrange an FUNDSCRIP Order
pick-up or drop-off,
please call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738.
Keep Up to Date this Summer With Our PUC News & Announcements
On Our
Facebook page
& website: www.pictouunited.com
If you already use PAR, pre-authorized remittance,
to financially support our work and ministry,
THANK YOU!
If you have not considered PAR > might you?
There is no cost to you but there is a great benefit
to PUC and our financial planning.
For further information, call Bill Dodson 902 485-6301 or the PUC Office.
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THIS COMING SATURDAY- AUGUST 6TH,7:00 pm
Grand Masters Fiddling Fundraising Concert
with Troy MacGillivray, Kimberley Holmes & Amelia Parker!
our Nova Scotian representatives to the 2022 Canadian Grand
Masters Fiddling Competition in Winnipeg - August 2022.

** in the PUC Sanctuary ~ Admission by Donation

NEXT SUNDAY- AUGUST 7TH 10:30 am

Summer Worship Gathering in Spirit Glen
Enjoy a cool drink, cookie and time to be together following worship.
** Please bring your lawn chair or blanket .

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10TH 7:00 pm

♫ Music Under the Spirit Glen Sky

Bring your lawn chair or blanket and enjoy the peace of Spirit Glen
and the music of Ron MacDonald & George Cochrane.
** there is no admission, however a freewill offering is appreciated.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17TH 7:00 pm

Summer Mid-Week ‘Hymn Sing’♫
♫ Worship in Spirit Glen
We will be joined in worship by John Spyder Macdonald
** Please bring your lawn chair or blanket.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21ST 10:30 am

Summer Worship Gathering in Spirit Glen
Enjoy a cool drink, cookie and time to be together following worship.
** Please bring your lawn chair or blanket.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28TH 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Yoga in Spirit Glen
We will be joined by Yoga teacher, Anna Marie Galvin.

A time to breathe in and breathe out
as we nourish our bodies, minds and spirits.

- SUMMER 2022

4 Spiritual Practices for the Summer Season!
Find your downloadable copy on our Facebook Page
& website - with printed copies in the PUC entranceway.
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