As we move through our Advent Sundays, we will
once again turn to many familiar scripture texts and
stories, and in those stories be invited to hear and
grasp God’s vision of a world made new. The world,
the kin-dom, as God would have it. God’s going to
‘change it up’ as God becomes flesh in the One born
so long ago, and as God is made flesh in us and
through us.
“My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears,
for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn!”
More Voices 120—words: Rory Cooney

So sings Mary! And so should we sing!
The world is about to turn and the Advent–Christmas
Season reminds us that we are part of the turning
and the changing.
This Advent-Christmas, our PUC Outreach Project
invites you to use your ‘change’ to make a change.
Our Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee have selected
4
projects, each project supporting
one of our Canadian and Global Mission & Service
partners and their ministry.
 Dalhousie University United Church Chaplaincy
and Dalhousie's Multifaith Service.
 The United Church Healing Fund –
supporting residential school survivors
across our United Church
 Centro Cristiano de Reflexion y Dialogo
in Cuba
 The House of Lazarus
In North Dundas, Ontario

As you make your Advent preparation, read through
the 4

project descriptions. Learn

how you can be part of making a
change as you gift your change.
Then beginning on the first Sunday in
Advent – November 27th — you will find
at the back and at the front of our PUC
Sanctuary 4 Christmas barrels — each labelled for 1 of
our
projects. Through the AdventChristmas Season, you are invited to Change It Up by
bringing your monetary change (or paper bills
)
and placing your donation in 1 or more of the barrels.
All gifts make a difference and by the end of the
Advent-Christmas Season we will forward our change
to the United Church

, who will in

turn forward them to those partners and projects we
have supported.
We may think a loonie or a few quarters can’t bring
about change – but together it makes… $25 which
provides 10 meals for students; $50 which supports
healing initiatives in Indigenous communities; $50
which makes a difference between a senior receiving
the help they need or not; $40 which provides 2
months of weekend groceries for a hungry child.
Change makes Change possible!
‘...and the world is about to turn!’

You can find more about
GIFTS WITH Vision at
www.giftswithvision.ca
or help yourself to a copy of the
Gifts with Vison Giving Catalogue —
available from PUC.

Too many students at Dalhousie
University in Halifax, NS, have trouble
affording both tuition and food.
Supported by multifaith partners, the
United Church Chaplaincy at Dalhousie’s
Multifaith Services provides a free
weekly meal that feeds them in body
and soul. Students from all cultural,
academic, and faith backgrounds enjoy a
healthy meal in a welcoming space that
contributes to spiritual wellness and the
creation of an inclusive campus
environment.

FYI – $25 provides hungry
students with 10 meals in
an affirming, multifaith
community setting.

The Healing Fund supports initiatives for
survivors of the residential school
system and its ongoing intergenerational
impacts. Many survivors name a need
for mending, restoring, and celebrating –
acknowledging a sense of loss, along
with hope for rebuilding identity.
Support for The Healing Fund is a step
in living out the apologies the church has
made to Indigenous peoples.

FYI – $50 is a strong support
of healing initiatives in
Indigenous communities.

In spite of poverty and the pandemic, people
in Cuba are living longer. Many of the aging
and disabled population try to sustain
themselves on very low incomes and without
family help. Inflation and food shortages only
make their situation worse. Centro Cristiano
de Reflexión y Diálogo-Cuba provides a
uniquely tailored support package that
includes freshly prepared meals and medical
supplies along with companionship, personal
care, and help with household chores as
needed. Through this support, seniors and
disabled people know that their lives have
value and they are not alone.

FYI - $50 makes a
difference between a
senior receiving the help
they need or not.

Children who live in poverty in the rural
community of North Dundas, ON, often
start the school week hungry because
they do not get enough to eat over the
weekend. Rising food prices are only
making the problem worse. ‘The House
of Lazarus’ provides a bag of food
every Friday (including high-protein items,
fresh produce, and milk) to children and
youth in need. Teachers slip the food
into children’s backpacks so no one feels
singled out, and students come
to school on Mondays ready to learn.

FYI - $40 enables ‘The House
of Lazarus’ to provide 2
months of weekend
groceries for a hungry child.

