‘So the Word became human
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Advent 1 - Making Room for HOPE
Hope is the stuﬀ that gets us through and beyond

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
pause and prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
We Are Gathered & Grounded in this Advent Season
One:
ALL:
One:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:

This is Advent...
waiting, preparing, dreaming.
This is Advent...
worrying, grieving, longing.
This is Advent...
giving, receiving, birthing.
This is Advent…
Making room - Creating a home.
‘So the Word became human
and made a home among us.’
John 1:14

We prayerfully pause and cup our hands at our hearts a gesture to remind us that we are invited to create a home
for God’s hope to be birthed in us and through us.

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking,
how we need to hear from God.
You've been promised, we've been waiting;
welcome, holy Child,
welcome, holy Child.
Hope that you don't mind our manger,
how I wish we could have known.
But long-awaited holy stranger,
make yourself at home,
please make yourself at home.
adapted from ‘Welcome to Our World’
words & music - Chris Rice

2

Gathering Words
One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:
One:
Hymn

We are a people of hope.
We hope for a world where all are fed.
We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.
We hope for a world with wide open doors.
We hope for a world with contagious laughter.
We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.
We hope for a world where there is room for all.
We hope for a world where all people feel at home in their bodies, in our church, in their physical homes.
We hope for that world.
We long for that world.
We are homesick for that world.
So gather in this place, for this time, because hope keeps going.
Hope is with us.
We are on our way!
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, you wisdom from on high,
from depths that hide within a sigh,
to temper knowledge with our care,
to render every act a prayer.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come within as hope to dwell.
/

verse 1 - from the Latin antiphons for Advent translation: John Mason Neal 9th century - Voices United 1
verse 2 - a modern adaptation as found in Singing the Living Tradition hymnal #225
Unitarian Universalist Association- 1993

We Pause in Prayer
God of the stars and God of our hearts our days will pass
but your words will last.
The earth might fade
but your words will last.
Our memories might blur
but your words will last.
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The grass will wither
but your words will last.
The sky could go dark
and your words would last.
So as we worship today,
help us to hold onto
what will last.
Help us hold onto you, as we in prayer,
hold onto and hold up what is on our hearts this day…
… we pause in prayer…

Look to the light it’s shining.
Open your eyes and see
that there’s hope enough for the whole wide world
enough for you and me.
Open your eyes and see.
adapted words from “Look to the Light” by Pat Mayberry

As we sing, our ﬁrst Advent Candle is lit.
This week, let us look for the ordinary lights of hope all around us!
We Mark our Advent Journey
Crea ng a ‘Home’ for God ~ Making Room for HOPE
Our PUC Advent - Christmas Sharing & Living Calendar 2021
Christmas Day will soon be here
Jesus’ birth is drawing near.
We will share our gi s of ‘home’
all will know they’re not alone.
Make a diﬀerence every day
through our giving - show God’s way.
HOPE for all, the whole year through
with gi s from me and you!
original words by Shelley Pos & Mary-Beth Moriarity;
music by Ross Bagdasarian: creator of the cartoon band ‘Alvin & Chipmunks’

Our children are invited to make their way to the Church Hall
for their Sunday Gathering.

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Deep, deep and still.
Holy is the silence.
Our cares are set aside for a time.
Sacred is the hush that falls upon us,
that calls upon us to listen, listen,
listen to the voice sublime,
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of truth, deep and still,
Holy in the silence,
within us and around us now.
words & music by Scott Kearns

Hebrew Scripture

Jeremiah 33: 14-16

Wait-Hope

p.796

Moment to ponder the scripture and make room for hope to enter…

Gospel Wisdom

Luke 21: 25-36

Watch-Hope

p.1057

Moment to ponder the scripture and make room for hope to enter…

Reﬂections

‘Make Room’
‘When A Child is Born’

Ministry of Music

words & music: Fred Jacobson and Zacar; arrangement: Audrey Snyder

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World
We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry
We give thanks to God for our life
and the courage we are given to live it.
So it is we generously oﬀer our gifts:
our gratitude expressed in our giving,
and our faith expressed in daily living

And we come, too, with gifts of our own
as rich and as precious as gold.
Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart
oﬀering wealth untold, oﬀering wealth untold.
Follow the star of the night,
star of wonder, star so bright,
oﬀer your gifts whatever they are,
be not afraid, follow the star.
words & music Joyce Poley
“Follow The Star” from’ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’

Prayers of the People
I, God, am in your midst.
Whoever knows me can never fall,
Not in the heights,
Nor in the depths,
Nor in the breadths,
For I am love,
which the vast expanses of evil
Can never still.
from the writings of Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179)
a Benedictine abbess and mystic of medieval Germany.
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We Are Blessed - We Are Called to Be a Blessing
Remember, as we leave this service, our service begins.
May we be brave enough. May we be bold enough.
May we be open enough. May be present enough.
Through our living, and by our sharing
may we create a home for God.
May we make room for hope to enter our lives and our world.
Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.
When God is a child there's joy in our song.
The last shall be ﬁrst and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.
Voices United 7

Music to Send Us Out into the World
This Advent, our worship liturgy is drawing upon the
‘Close to Home’ Advent 2021 resources from A Sanctiﬁed Art
and the words of Rev. Sarah Speed - sanctiﬁedart.org

This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of Norman ‘Hoby’ Gill
who died fifty years ago this week. By the family.
As always, a thank you to our Church Elves for their dedication
and hard work in preparation for our AdventAdvent-Christmas Season!
A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME
Your financial gifts may be placed in offering plates at the entrance to the Sanctuary.
Please stay safe. Please wear a mask. Please social distance when possible.
We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
ONE LICENSE #739136-A. All rights reserved.
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This Wednesday, December 1st, is World AIDS Day
In a world where over 38 million people live with reality of HIV
infection, and about 1 million people die each year from AIDS related
infections, we are called to renew our commitment to a world where
resources are shared, and human rights upheld so that all may know a
world without infection, AIDS related deaths and discrimination.

Tuesday, Nov.30
Wed. Dec.1

7:00 pm ♫ Choir Practice
8:00 am PU Healthy Lifers
10:30 am Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Knitters Meet

Thursday, Dec. 2

11:00 am Worship Committee Meeting
2:00 pm CD& Faith Formation Committee Meeting

Next Sunday

10:30 am

We Are Gathered in Worship
ADVENT 2 ~ Make Room for Peace
SEE BELOW!

NEXT SUNDAY> Following Worship, We Are Invited to Join Together
in our Church Hall for COFFEE HOUR!!
hosted by the members of our Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee

PLUS the Ways & Means Committee will be offering
‘Christmas Sweet Trays’ for sale:
an assortment of delicious squares & cookies

PLUS it is the final moment to get your
A Tisket, A Tasket Gift Card Basket tickets –
as following worship it will be drawn!

Remember it is the First Sunday of the Month,
so it is FUNDSCRIP SUNDAY.

and we are also invited to support the outreach work
of our GRAB & GO PANTRY
as they prepare 11 Christmas Food Boxes
to be distributed to PA students and their families.
Some of the items needed: boxes of hot chocolate; tinned meat;
cereal; crackers; boxes of festive chocolates; dry pasta & sauce;
canned fruit, soup, beans etc.…
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DRAW NEXT SUNDAY!
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