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First Sunday in the Season of Advent – HOPE

“Celebrating Advent means being able to wait.
Waiting is an art that our impatient age has
forgotten. It wants to break open the ripe fruit when
it has hardly .inished planting the shoot.... For the
greatest, most profound, tenderest things in the
world, we must wait. It happens not here in a
storm but according to the divine laws of sprouting,
growing, and becoming.”
becoming.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Bonhoeffer was a German born pastor, teacher and theologian who left the safety of the US to return to Germany
to assist in the holocaust resistance movement. He was later imprisoned and executed by the Nazis.
This quote comes from his collected re)lections, mostly written in 1943 during his time in prison:
God Is In The Manger: Re)lections on Advent and Christmas

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
pause and prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
Maybe it is in the waiting for God,
not in the wandering from store to store,
that we %ind our way.
Maybe it is in waiting for God,
not in the frenzy of the crowds,
that we are led to the manger.
Maybe it is in the waiting for God,
not in the pile of stuff under the tree,
that we ind what we are hoping for and searching for.
Maybe, just maybe,
this Advent will be different.
Maybe, just maybe,
we will let God lead us to Bethlehem.
adapted from: “Maybe” by Thom M. Shuman in Candles & Conifers

Prepare the way of the Lord!
Prepare the way of the Lord!
Make a straight path,
make a straight path;
prepare the way of the Lord!
Voices United 10
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Advent Gathering Litany
We are waiting… For someone is coming who will share hope where despair breeds.
We are waiting...
As We Sing, the Candle of HOPE is Brought Forward and Lit.

Come, Radiant One, .ill our world with your promise.
Come, Shining Presence, .ill our world with your hope.
words & music – Bruce Harding
adapted with permission

We are waiting... For someone is coming to live peace in the face of turmoil.
We are waiting…
The Candle of PEACE Is Brought Forward.

We are waiting… For someone is coming to spread joy to people and places
illed with sadness.
We are waiting...
The Candle of JOY Is Brought Forward.

We are waiting… For someone is coming to be love, Holy love, for all.
We are waiting…
The Candle of LOVE Is Brought Forward.

Someone is coming!
We are waiting…
We are waiting for the One born long ago.
We are waiting for hope and peace and joy and love,
to be born anew – in us and through us.
The Christ Candle is Brought Forward
We Sing

God of All Places

Voices United 4

We Pause ~ We Are Grounded in Prayer
“Out of the silence,
Music.
Out of the darkness,
Light.
Out of uncertainty,
Promise.
Hope was born
that night.”
God of all hope,
you break into our world as an infant wrapped
in cloth, lying in a feeding trough.
A birth, as the ancient stories are told,
that sends a blaze of glory lighting up
the %ields and %illing the night sky.
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This Advent, remind us that
when things feel bleak,
and when we feel lost,
you come to us.
You are hope.
You are with us.
We are not alone.
May your unending presence
warm our hearts
this day – always.
May it be so.
adapted from ‘Practicing Hope’ devotional reading
The Season of Waiting (and waiting… and waiting) – Kate Bowler

♪ Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
God became .lesh
with us to dwell.

words – Anna Strickland (A Sancti)ied Art)
tune – The First Nowell – refrain

the etymology of the word ‘Noel’ comes from the Latin verb ‘nasci’, meaning “to be born.”

We Mark our Advent Journey

“Change it Up”
Share our change –
Gifts with Vision
Spread God’s HOPE we sing:
We will make a difference
with the gifts we bring – YAH!
new words to an old tune by Mary-Beth Moriarity

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Deep, deep and still.
Holy is the silence.
Our cares set aside for a time.
Sacred is the hush that falls upon us,
that calls upon us to listen, listen,
listen to the voice sublime,
of truth, deep and still,
Holy in the silence,
within us and around us now.
words & music by Scott Kearns

Hebrew Scripture

Isaiah 2: 1-5

Holy Hope

My heart shall sing
of the day you bring.
Let the .ires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears,
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for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn!”
‘My Soul Cries Out’ – Canticle of the Turning
A paraphrase of the Magni)icat – Luke 1
words: Rory Cooney – More Voices 120

Gospel Wisdom

Matthew 24: 36-44 Wait for the Unexpected
My heart shall sing
of the day you bring.
Let the .ires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears,
for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn!”
‘My Soul Cries Out’ – Canticle of the Turning
A paraphrase of the Magni)icat – Luke 1
words: Rory Cooney – More Voices 120

We Gather at Table and Share in the Sacrament of Communion
Words to Gather Us at Table…
There is a World of Hurt Out There
that Needs the Word of Hope in Here…

The Holy One be with you –
And also with you.
Open your hearts to the One who is Love.
We open our hearts to you, O God.
Let us give thanks to God with us:
To the One who took on breath, we give thanks and praise.
An angel came to Mary with a message and a promise,
and to Joseph with a dream and a call.
Shepherds in the ields heard messages of ‘be not afraid’.
Wisdom comes to us to witness wise ones proclaiming:
Emmanuel – God with us.
We welcome a divine presence,
One who is willing to be born into the darkest places,
One who is calling us all to embrace a turning of this world.
At this table, where all are known as beloved,
open our hearts, O God, to your divine presence incarnated
among us and within us:
Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might;
heaven and earth are full,
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes,
who comes in God’s name.
More Voices 206
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As we gather at this table,
as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus,
we remember the life that this baby will live.
We remember how he broke the bonds of human tradition
to show all belong to the world God dreams of.
Hope; Peace; Joy; Love:
The kin-dom come.
Come to this table and to this feast.
Remember that the story of our God,
is a story of the holy taking
lesh and form,
living amongst us,
so that we might re-imagine life.
Come to this table and to this feast,
that we might be nourished and strengthened to
follow in the way of Jesus,
continuing the work of God in our world.
Long ago our tradition says, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
'This bread is broken, as my body will be.
Eat – Remember all that I have been to you'.
Jesus then poured a cup of wine,
offered thanks for it, and gave it to his friends:
'This wine is poured out as my love will be poured out.
Drink – Give thanks for all I have given'.
So we eat and drink.
So we remember.
So we give thanks.
So we are nourished and strengthened.
So we wait and hope,
live and love and pray:
Holy One, bring your blessing upon this bread and this cup
and all of your people gathered here.
By the power of your Spirit, infuse these gifts, and our hearts,
with your hope, peace, joy and love.
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen!
More Voices 208
Our communion liturgy was inspired by resources from ‘The Worship Collective’; the Iona Community and Rex Hunt.

We Share in the Bread of Life… and the Cup of God’s Love
The small bread you hold in your hand,
it is a feast of possibility,
a nourishing fragment oﬀering wholeness.
The tiny cup you hold in your hand,
it is a sip of joy breaking open your heart
and love pours in.
adapted from a ‘Blessing’ by Janice MacLean

6

We Pause in Prayer…
God of Winter, Springtime,
Summer and Autumn.
God of Light,
God of Warmth,
God of Love,
God of Potential,
God of Hope.
Continue, again and again,
To enter our lives
and our world:
bringing love and justice
healing and wholeness.
adapted from a prayer by John Birch: ‘Praying Through the Celtic Year’

We Sing

God of Still Waiting

More Voices 20

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World
We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Lives and our Ministry
And we come, too, with gifts of our own
as rich and as precious as gold.
Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart
offering wealth untold, offering wealth untold.
Follow the star of the night,
star of wonder, star so bright,
offer your gifts whatever they are,
be not afraid, follow the star.
words & music Joyce Poley
“Follow The Star” from’ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’

Words for Advent

‘This is Some Advent’
a poem by Rosie G Morton in Candles & Conifers

Ministry of Music

‘Advent News ~ Sing a Song of Praise and Glory’
words & music: Donald Schmidt

We Are Blessed – We Are Called to Be a Blessing
When the world says, “Give up,”
hope whispers, “Try it one more time.”

Like the air we breathe – God’s grace surrounds us.
We go into this world as people of grace.
Like the earth we walk upon – God’s love grounds us.
We go into this world as people of love.
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Like the dawn of a new day – God’s hope renews us.
We go into this world, and this week, as people of hope.
adapted from “Partnership for Life” – A liturgy for World AIDS Day
founded in 1988, December 1st – World AIDS Day – was the )irst ever global health day.

Look to the light it’s shining.
Open your eyes and see
that there’s hope enough for the whole wide world
enough for you and me.
Open up your eyes and see.
Oh, open your eyes and see.
adapted, with permission, from “Look to the Light” by Pat Mayberry

Music to Send Us Out into the World

This week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of family
by Brian & Jane Burris.
OPEN DOORS
OPENING MINDS
OPENING HEARTS
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
Your financial gifts are a tangible expression of your
faith commitment and we give thanks!
Our offering plates can be found at the back of the Sanctuary.
THANK YOU for Your Support!

pictouunited@eastlink.ca

We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.

♫ Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
ONE LICENSE #739136#739136-A. All rights reserved.
reserved

Extra c pies f ary Beth’s PUC Adve t Christ as etter
a d schedu e f w rship gatheri gs! eve ts & activities
P US ur CHA%GE IT UP PUC! pa ph et
& Gifts with Visi Cata gues
ca be f u d
the tab e i the sa ctuary
r be i t uch with ary Beth
a d she wi e sure y u receive y ur c pies,
ur PUC Faceb - Page,
- f r updates a d re i ders
8

Monday, Nov. 28

1:30 pm Christian Development & Faith Formation Meeting

Tuesday, Nov.29

7:00 pm ♫ Choir Practice

Wed. Nov.30

8:00 am PU Healthy Lifers
10:30 am Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Knitters Gather
6:30 pm Ways & Means Committee Meeting
9:30 am ‘Navigating Mystery’ Advent Study-B89:;<!

Thursday, Dec. 1

11:30 am Worship Committee Meeting

Next Sunday
Advent 2 - Peace

10:30 am

We Are Gathered in Worship
we continue our Advent journey…

Following Worship, We Join Together for COFFEE HOUR!!
hosted by the members of our Ways & Means Committee.

PLUS the Ways & Means Committee will be hosting
a FUDGE & KNITTED ITEMS ‘POP-UP’ SALE!
AND it is the final moments to get your

A Tis-et! A Tas-et Gift Card Bas-et tickets – as this is the draw date!
Remember it is the First Sunday of the Month,
so it is FU DSCRIP SU DAY
We are also invited to support the outreach work
of our GRAB & GO PANTRY
as they prepare 12 Christmas Food Boxes
to be distributed to PA students and their families.
Some of the items needed: boxes of hot chocolate; tinned meat;

cereal; crackers; boxes of festive chocolates; dry pasta & sauce;
canned fruit, soup, beans etc.…
A%D wh -

ws! we
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ADVENT STUDY 2022 – ‘NAVAGATING MYSTERY’
Begins this Thursday, Dec. 1st @ 9:30 am
We pause for 90 minutes to reflect and pray on the ancient story.
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hen we adopted our 2022 PUC budget, at our Annual
Meeting, we based it on a yearly revenue of $105,000 to
come from weekly giving/oﬀerings of an average of $2,019 per
week.
To the end of October we have averaged $1,856 per week. In
order to catch up by the end of December we need a weekly
giving/oﬀering revenue of $2,917.
If this does not increase then we anticipate a shortfall of $8,488
from what we budgeted. This would be in addition to our
budgeted anticipated deﬁcit of over $20,000 for the full church
operating budget for 2022.
Though this is very concerning, we are aware inflation has
resulted in increased financial burdens for many. We are greatly
appreciative of the commitment reflected in your financial
support. Thank You – for all that you offer in support of our
work and ministry.
As named, we know ﬁnancial worries are a reality for many,
however, if you are able to prayerfully review your ﬁnancial
support of the work and ministry we share, or if you have a fun
fundraising idea that you would be willing to spearhead, that
would also be deeply appreciated.
Again, T ABC Y D.
If you have any questions, concerns, ideas please contact:
Doug Hayward – chair Finance & Stewardship 902 485-5185
RYAN'S CASE FOR SMILES, "My term as 2022 coordinator soon ends. If interested
in the role or for more info., please contact Lynn Hardy 902 396-8345.
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