Come ﬁnd us when we are locked away.
Come enliven us.
Come bless us with your peace.
Because you are the ﬁrst day of creation
and all days of creation.
Pádraig Ó Tuama - Daily Prayer
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The resurrection is a process that began with Jesus
and that will go on until it embraces all creation.
Wherever an authentically human life is growing in the world,
wherever justice is triumphing over the instincts of domination,
wherever grace is winning out over the power of sin,
wherever human beings are creating more
fraternal mediations in the social life together,
wherever love is getting the better of selﬁsh interests,
and wherever hope is resisting the lure of cynicism or despair,
there the process of resurrection
is being turned into a reality."
- Leonardo Boﬀ
Brazilian Liberation Theology Theologian.
Boﬀ was twice ‘silenced’ by the Vatican for his activism.

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
pause and prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
Gather us in!
God of the past, who has fathered and mothered us!
Gather us in!
God of the future, who is always ahead of us!
Gather us in!
God of the present, here in the midst of us!
Welcome us in!
God of life, beyond us, within us, beside us!
Welcome us in, as we welcome one another!
The Worship Candle, also called the Christ Candle, Is Lit

Gathered and scattered,
together and alone,
God made us diﬀerent
and called us into one.
Gathered and scattered,
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together and alone,
we are one body in Christ.
from ‘Gathered & Scattered’ - John L Bell
Wild Goose Resource Group 2021

Words to Gather Us
When doors were shut
and the world was kept out:
resurrection found the disciples.
When the church gathers
and the needs of the world challenge us:
resurrection ﬁnds us.
When fears grew
and new questions were found:
resurrection found the disciples.
When faith leads us
into new questions and renewed commitments:
resurrection ﬁnds us.
When suﬀering remained
and the way of the kin-dom beckoned them:
resurrection found the disciples.
When the way of the kingdom beckons us
and we are empowered to embody a living faith:
resurrection ﬁnds us.
Here! Now!
We are an Easter people!
Hymn

The Spring Has Come

Voices United 187

Gathering Prayer
Faith and doubt aren't opposites.
Doubt is often a sign that your faith has a pulse,
that it's alive and well and exploring and searching.
Faith and doubt aren't opposites, they are, it turns out,
excellent dance partners.”
Rob Bell - from What We Talk about When We Talk about God

God, in the question:
in the adventure.
God of the challenge:
the wonder.
May we grow a faith
that at times unsettles us,
and at times comforts.
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May we know a faith
that at times breathes fresh air into us,
and at times oﬀers familiar reassurances.
May we hold a faith
that at times makes us stop and not accept,
and at times reminds us of what is satisfying and painless.
May we have a living faith
that grows in relationship with you.
A faith big enough
to fall in;
and fall out;
and fall in again with you.
A faith big enough to hear the questions asked of it:
to admit we can ﬁnd no answer
and trust anyway.
A faith that enables us to pursue the questions:
journey with the unknown;
challenge the accepted;
especially when the accepted no longer rings true
and the world has changed,
and our understanding has grown.
Loving God,
in all of faith,
that dynamic relationship we have with you,
may we ﬁnd too:
a love that never changes;
a love that is ever-deep;
a love that holds us through all things.
adapted from worship resources New Kilpatrick Parish - 04-11-21

Hold us in your love, O God,
Hold us in your love.
Hold us in your love, O God,
Hold us in your love.
Hold us, hold us in your love.
Hold us, hold us in your love.
adapted from ‘Hold Us In Your Grace’
words: Keri K. Wehlander; music: Bruce Harding
Seasons of the Spirit 2011

Moment for All
Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet.
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore.
More Voices 92

4

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Day after day,
Night after night,
You speak through everything.
More Voices 123

A Reading from the Psalms

Psalm 150

A Song of Praise!
adapted from a contemporary interpretation
by Francis Macnab - A Fine Wind is Blowing

Consider the wonder of the ocean,
the heavens, the mountains and the wind.
Consider the mystery of the greatest joy
and the strength of the best care.
And consider the source of all these gifts –
the God we try to know,
but can never really know.
Gather therefore in the sanctuary,
bring together all the positive feelings you can muster,
all your best aﬃrmations and express them all to our God.
Get hold of every instrument you can ﬁnd –
the trumpets, the lute, the harp,
strings and ﬂutes, cymbals and drums.
Bring them all to life – so that
they will in one massive and marvelous sound say –
YES! to the God beyond us.
Let everyone who can dance, dance with gladness
Let all who can sing, sing aloud.
Let everything that has breath pour out
their hope and their happiness,
their gratitude and generosity.
Out of the depths of our experience
we celebrate the mystery of God's presence.
Hymn

Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet!

Gospel Story

John 20: 19-27

Voices United 245

“…on that same day…”

Don’t be afraid.
My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid.
My love is stronger and I have promised,
promised to be always near.
More Voices 90

Ponderings

‘It Was Sunday Night Late’
a reader’s theater inspired by John 20
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Ministry of Music

‘Doubters’

‘It takes a lot of doubting for our faith to grow..’
words & music by Linnea Good

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World
We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.
More Voices 191

Moment to Prayerfully Lift Up Our Gratitudes
We Are Blessed – Called to Be a Blessing
We cannot attain the presence of God
because we are already totally in the presence of God.
What is absent is our awareness.
Richard Rohr

May the sparks of awareness and wisdom we have gathered here
give us hope for the future.
May the love and passions that we share
bring strength and joy to our hearts.
May the enfolding and empowering strength of this community
be with us until we meet again.
May it be so.
May it be so.
The blessings of peace, deep peace,
to you this day and for the days to come.
And now, as you go on your way, take care. Take care.
The love, all the love that you seek is there. It’s there.
Love ﬂows through our words and deeds.
Love knows all the things we need.
Love grows as our hearts are freed from hatred, fear, and pain.
Take care as you go on your way
until we meet again.
text & music - Amanda Udis-Kessler - 2020

Music to Send Us Out into the World ‘Allegro Pomposo’
an organ duet by Shelley Pos and Mark MacKenzie
from “Water Music “ (Suite 2A) by G.F. Handel
transcribed for Concert Organ duet, edited by Mauricio Machella.
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We Give Thanks for These Gifts:
oﬀered in gratitude and in support of Pictou United Church.

2021
In loving memory of Shirley Buckley
Tiena Buckley, Julia Dauphine
In loving memory of Doreen Corbett
Ernie Corbett & family
In loving memory of Robert ‘Bobby’ Marks
Tiena Buckley

2022
In celebration of Zena MacLeod’s 100th birthday
Mary-Beth Moriarity
June Cameron
In loving memory of Marjorie Henderson
Diane Vaughan
Munroe & Jane Fraser
Margaret Anne & Bill Dodson
Heather MacLean
Beth MacDonald
Ruth & Sandy Mackay
June Cameron
Linda Johnson

David & Nancy Steele
Renee & Heather MacKenzie
Laurene & Bill MacDonald
Susan & Stewart Munro
Gerry Porter
Jean & Norman Ferguson
Faye Hicks
Millie Hoﬀe

In loving memory of Lesley Dunn
Margaret Anne Dodson
June Cameron
In loving memory of J. Sue MacKenzie
Faye Hicks
In loving memory of Erma Collins
Margaret Anne Dodson
In loving memory of Cecelia Millen
Margaret Anne Dodson
In celebration of the life of Alice Coulter
Kay & Rod Desborough
In loving memory of Shirley Buckley and Robert Marks
Tiena Buckley
In loving memory of Doreen Corbett
for Mother's Day by the family
We also give thanks to our Choir, who agreed to use funds from
the bequest received in 2016 from the estate of Chuck Langille
to purchase our new audio mixer.
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OPEN DOORS
OPENING MINDS
OPENING HEARTS
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.

WELCOME
Your financial gifts may be placed in offering plates
at the entrance to the Sanctuary.
Please stay safe. Please wear a mask. Please social distance when possible.
We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
ONE LICENSE #739136-A. All rights reserved.

T

ur ‘Reader’s Theater’ readers A gie Burre a d

Tuesday, May 17
Wed. May 18

ar

ac e ie

7:00 pm ♫ Choir Practice
8:00 am PU Healthy Lifers
10:30 am Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Knitters Group meets
6:00 pm CAiRN Meeting

Next Sunday

10:30 am

HOLY HUMOUR 2022! NEXT SUNDAY!

Dres U o Dres Dow !
Funny Hats or noses or shoes or shirts!
Bring your jokes and stories and songs and Spirit of Fun!

Later today, Mary-Beth will head off
to the Debert Conference Centre
for an overnight learning retreat offered by the Association of United Church
Clergy. “COME! LET US LAUGH!” is the theme :) …Timely, Eh?
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CBCDEEB RDFBEGH MDI BIJ BKLH CMKGN, JGNDOPKN NGOQ HBEEDL
Friday May 20, 7 pm, First Presbyterian Church, 208 MacLean St, New Glasgow
Tickets $25 at the door / $20 advance / students $10 at the door
Concert repertoire features American, Irish, and English traditional tunes arranged
by composers including Allister MacGillivray and Benjamin Britten, and the
“Freedom Trilogy” by Paul Halley.

F

rom the roof over our heads, to the pews we
sit on; from our warm Church Hall, to the
uplifting music of a keyboard, to being able to
‘sound’ good -there is much to celebrate! For
these are but a few of the legacy gifts that have
blessed us and the ministry of Pictou United
Church.
Legacy Gifts are but one way for each of us to
use our assets to enrich the ongoing ministries
of Pictou United, to empower and enable new
ministries, to offer gifts of ongoing support of
the Church we love and to make a difference in
our community and world.
To learn more about the varieties of
Legacy Gifts - please contact:
MEFGEFHI AJJH DKLMKJ
madodson77@gmail.com
902 485-6301
or Rev. Roger Janes
Stewardship and Gifts Officer
rjanes@united-church.ca
709 486-3239
Print resources are also available from
Rev. Mary-Beth 902 485-8081
and at unitedchurchfoundation.ca
GGRD PK PMD FTPTND
UL PEBIIGIF GI PMD PNDHDIP
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Please SAVE your donations until the week of May 30th.
Drop-oﬀ dates and times TBA. Thank you!

.
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