Church is not just a building
- it’s the people.
Church is not just the gathering
- it’s the scattering.

WELCOME TO PICTOU UNITED CHURCH
Rev. Mary-Beth Moriarity B.A., B.Th., M.Div.
David & Shelley Pos, Sally O’Neill ~ Ministry of Music
www.pictouunited.com
Sunday, May 1st, 2022
Annual Meeting Sunday!
Our Worship & Work Are One!
It is our 97th Annual Congregational Meeting!

If you are proud of this church, become its advocate.
If you are concerned for it future, share its message.
If its values resonate deep within you,
give it a measure of your devotion.
This church cannot survive without your faith, your conﬁdence,
your enthusiasm.
Its destiny, the larger hope, rests in your hands.
Michael A Schuler - from UUA Worship Words.

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
pause and prepare ourselves for worship.

Refreshments to Nourish Us
Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
 Call to Order & Adoption of Agenda
 Nomination/Election of Council & Congregational
Meetings Co-Chairpersons
 Nomination/Election of Council & Congregational Meeting Secretary
 Nomination/Election of Chairperson for today’s worship meeting
 Voting Privileges
Gather us in!
God of the past, who has fathered and mothered us!
Gather us in!
God of the future, who is always ahead of us!
Gather us in!
God of the present, here in the midst of us!
Welcome us in!
God of life, beyond us, within us, beside us!
Welcome us in, as we welcome one another!
The Worship Candle, also called the Christ Candle, Is Lit.
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Gathered and scattered,
together and alone,
God made us diﬀerent
and called us into one.
Gathered and scattered,
together and alone,
we are one body in Christ.
from ‘Gathered & Scattered’ - John L Bell
Wild Goose Resource Group 2021

Words to Gather Us
Friends, gathered by love, we are here:
Gathering and gathered as the body of Christ;
Reﬂecting on our call to be the church;
Deciding how best to embody the Christ in the world;
Striving for justice, compassion,
humility, and peace;
Letting the unity of our oneness in work, ministry and faith draw us together.
We are not alone
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made ﬂesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, cruciﬁed and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
Friends, look around!
God is here!
And it is good - it is good tp be here!
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Gathered and scattered,
together and alone,
God made us diﬀerent
and called us into one.
Gathered and scattered,
together and alone,
we are one body in Christ.
from ‘Gathered & Scattered’ - John L Bell
Wild Goose Resource Group 2021

Gathering Prayer
we are the church
when we are inside a building,
and when we are outside
caring for others.
we are the church
when we gather to pray
and when we disperse
to be the answer to prayers.
we are the church
when we sing hymns and songs
and when we tell stories
to little children.
we are the church
when we listen to scripture
and when we share
that good news with strangers.
we are the church,
not because of
a building, or songs,
words, or worship,
meetings, or polity,
but because of a Life,
and when we share
that Life with the world.
Thom M. Shuman

Today we gather,
meeting to consider
where we stand
and who we are.
We come to order ourselves
into a new sense of being according to our progress
from our last gathering to this one.
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Be with us, O God,
in this space and time:
as we celebrate our ministry;
as we give thanks for the abundant generosity of gifts that enrich us;
as we set a pathway that is possible for us to journey into the year ahead;
as we aﬃrm that we are yours.
Today we gather.
Blessed be!
Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet.
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore.
More Voices 92

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Day after day,
Night after night,
You speak through everything.
More Voices 123

Taking a Moment to Look Back…
 Adoption of the Minutes of the 96th Annual Congregational Meetings:
February 28th, 2021 Appendix A of 2021 Annual Report p. 41-42
March 7th , 2021 Appendix B of 2021 Annual Report p.42-44

We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for this circle of friends and family.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
adapted from ‘We Give Thanks’ - words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts

Taking a Moment to Give Thanks…
Our 2021 PUC Annual Report:
comments ~ questions~ celebrations!
 Receiving (as printed) our 2021 PUC Annual Report
We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for this circle of friends and family.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
adapted from ‘We Give Thanks’ - words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts
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Taking a Moment to Pause and Ponder… Luke 5: 1-7
Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief.
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly now.
You are not obligated to complete the work,
but neither are you free to abandon it.
from a Rabbinic wisdom story

Ministry of Music ‘Lean on Me’
oﬀered by our PUC Choir
arrangement by Michael H Kuhn
written & recorded by Bill Withers (1972)

“If you must look back, do so forgivingly.
If you will look forward, do so prayerfully.
But the wisest course would be to be present
in the present… gratefully.”
Maya Angelou

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World
We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry
Mission & Service Moment and our PUC 2022 M&S Objective
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.
More Voices 191

‘We sing of God’s good news lived out,
a church with purpose:
faith nurtured and hearts comforted,
gifts shared for the good of all,…
… To embody God’s love in the world,
the work of the church requires the ministry and discipleship
of all believers.
from “A Song of Faith”

 Report of the Nominations Committee
see 2022 Council & Council Committee Listing

Our Mission Statement proclaims and aﬃrms:
Within the congregation of Pictou United Church we are committed to…
providing a place and atmosphere that will enhance spiritual growth
and encompass all ages;
celebrating and nurturing our Christian faith through meaningful
worship and music;
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enhancing a spirit of fellowship and faith development through events and programs that acknowledge and aﬃrm the gifts and talents of all;
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sharing with God in ministries of care and outreach within and beyond the community to create a just world for all.
Will you, prayerfully and faithfully, with integrity and with joy,
join with one another so that together we may live out the ministry we proclaim?
I will, by the grace of God.
 Closing Business - Motion to Adjourn
We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for this circle of friends and family.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
adapted from ‘We Give Thanks’ - words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts

We Are Blessed – Called to Be a Blessing
The church is not a place; it is a people.
The church is not only a steeple above the tree line, streets, and cars.
Rather, it is a people proclaiming to the world that
we are here for the work of healing and of justice.
The church is not walls built stone upon stone, held together by mortar
but rather person, linked with person, linked with person:
all ages and genders and abilities –
a community built on the foundation of reason, faith, and love.
The church is not just a set of doors open on Sunday morning,
but the commitment day after day, and moment after moment,
of our hearts creaking open the doors of welcome to the possibility of new
experience and radical welcome.
The church is not simply a building, a steeple, a pew.
The church is the gathering together of all the people, and experiences,
and fear, and love, and hope in our resilient hearts;
gathering, however we can, to say to the world:
welcome, come in, lay down your heartache, and pick up hope and love.
For the church is us – each and every one of us – together,
a beacon of hope to this world that so sorely needs it.
‘The Church Has Left the Building’ by Margaret Weis

Go make a diﬀerence.
We can make a diﬀerence.
Go make a diﬀerence in the world.
Go make a diﬀerence.
We can make a diﬀerence.
Go make a diﬀerence in the world.
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So let your love shine on, let it shine for all to see.
Go make a diﬀerence in the world.
And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go.
Go make a diﬀerence in the world.
Go make a diﬀerence…
More Voices 209 - refrain and verse 3

Music to Send Us Out into the World ‘Wavin’ Flag’
oﬀered by Shelley Pos
music by: Keinan Warsame, Philip Lawrence Bruno Mars, Jean Daval.

A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME
Your financial gifts may be placed in offering plates at the entrance to the Sanctuary.
Please stay safe. Please wear a mask. Please social distance when possible.
We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
ONE LICENSE #739136-A. All rights reserved.

Tuesday, May 3
Wed. May 4

7:00 pm ♫ Choir Practice
8:00 am PU Healthy Lifers
10:30 am Grab & Go Outreach Project Prep
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Knitters Meet

Next Sunday

10:30 am

We Are Gathered in Worship

Christian Family Sunday ~ Mother’s Day

8

To the members of our PUC Council for their
prepre-worship refreshments.


To those who helped with our “set up”
and those who will help with our “take down” for today.


To each of you for your good presence and abiding commitment to
the work & ministry we share.


REMEMBER! FUNDSCRIP orders accepted today.
For more info call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738.

Special thanks are extended to Jeannie Maclean,
Ruth Mackay, Karen Hicks, Angie Burrell, Brian
Burris, Stephen MacKenzie, David Austin, Sandy
Mackay and to John Atwater and the students of
the NSCC Social Services program: service
learning component. Pictou United was the beneficiary of three days of
intensive labour to clean, paint and spruce up our building and property.

*NOTICE: Because of the wonderful job done by the NSCC group we
have cancelled the PUC Annual Cleanup scheduled for next Saturday.

Our Ryan's Case for Smiles pillowcase
making workshop May 13th is cancelled.
While the news is disappointing, the planning
committee felt it would be too risky to our
volunteers to attend a large, day-long indoor
event at this time.
Mary-Beth is beginning to plan a Holy Humour Sunday 2022,
BUT she needs your help!
Would you be willing to share a funny story, joke or skit?
Is there a funny video that you watch whenever you need a laugh?
What about a meme or picture that brings a smile to your face?
PLEASE, it’s not funny, she needs help!!
Please be in touch with her ASAP.
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for those attending "recognized universities in the Maritime provinces".
for any student who has been part of the PUC family for a minimum
of one (1) year and has been accepted for post-secondary education
at a “community college or non-Maritime university”.

Completed forms & documentation

be returned to:

PICTOU UNITED CHURCH by 12 NOON, TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022
Presentation: June 19, 10:30 am. *Recipients expected to attend.
Note:
!

.
Save Your Stuff!!
Save the Date!!
Our 2022 PUC Yard Sale
Saturday, June 4 th
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