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Happy New Year! Marking the Feast of Epiphany!
Celebrating the Sacrament of Communion

** As We Mark the Feast of Epiphany and Celebrate the Feast of our Faith please prepare your 'at home' communion - be it tea & toast or bread & juice
or crackers & water.
We Gather Online ~ We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
pause and prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
We Are Gathered & Grounded in this Season of Epiphany
Our Advent & Christ Candles are lit…
‘The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t’
put it out.
John 1:5

The Light of Emmanuel - God with Us - Shines!

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking,
how we need to hear from God.
You've been promised, we've been waiting;
welcome, holy Child,
welcome, holy Child.
Hope that you don't mind our manger,
how I wish we could have known.
But long-awaited holy stranger,
make yourself at home,
please make yourself at home.
adapted from ‘Welcome to Our World’
words & music - Chris Rice

Gathering Words
Gather - Remember:
An unmarried teenage girl was invited to carry Christ into this world.
An ordinary carpenter was invited to be a father to a child unlike any other.
The shepherds were invited outcast and isolated, included at the manger.
The Magi were invited foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.
And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited then we can trust that we too are invited.
This story is for us.
This love is for us.
God has made God’s home in us and through us our world.

Ministry of Music

Angels, From the Realms of Glory

A Prayer for this New Year

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Deep, deep and still.
Holy is the silence.
Our cares are set aside for a time.
Sacred is the hush that falls upon us,
that calls upon us to listen, listen,
listen to the voice sublime,
of truth, deep and still,
Holy in the silence,
within us and around us now.
words & music by Scott Kearns

We Ponder the Gospel Story: Reading & Reflections based on Matthew 2: 1-12
Ministry of Music

‘Gentle Mary’
a piano instrumental offered by Paula Millman

We Gather Around the Table of Faith
and Share the Gifts of God’s Love
So come!
Come with your hopes and Come with your fears
Come with your ponderings and Come with your longings

Come with a word and with your words
With all that is resonating deep within
Come, all who seek to share hope, to live peace,
to spread joy, to be love.
Come, celebrate the gifts of this day.
Come, celebrate this gift of each other.
Come, celebrate the gift of faith.
Come, celebrate the gifts of enfolding darkness and emerging light
and ever-present love.
May a heart of love dwell with you and in you.
Let us take a moment to honour the God,
love made flesh,
made know through each one of us.
Namaste… I honour the holy in you.
I honour the place within you of love, of light, of truth, of peace;
I honour the sacred place within you,
for when you are in that place in you, and I am in that place we are one.
Namaste.
Come, to be comforted
in the story of Bethlehem - ‘House of Bread’.
Come to be comforted at this table
by a handful of bread
and a cup of love,
that will stay with us always.
At this table we remember God’s promises
of Emmanuel – God-With-Us.
Light and love enfleshed;
dwelling with us.
We remember the sacred story,
that happened for an anxious mother
and a fear-filled father.
We remember the baby,
who grew up to heal people,
and love them unconditionally,
and teach them with strange parables,
that made the powerful angry.
We remember how he gathered with his community
and broke unleavened bread
and poured wine and love freely.
We remember his words and actions that continue
to hold before us a vision of a time
when all of God’s beloved will
live in peace and be led in peace, hope, joy and love.
So we come.
We come to be comforted at this table
by a handful of bread
and a cup of love,
that will stay with us always.

May the bread of life enfold us,
may the wine instill that love,
of the Christ child, long foretold us,
now proclaim from heaven above.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ the newborn King.
tune: Angels from the Realms of Glory

We Pause and Share in the Gifts of God:
The Cup of God’s Love ~ Bread for the Journey
As we share in those ordinary, holy gifts may we be nourished and strengthened for the ministry that is ours Ever-aware that we are bearers of God’s hope, peace, joy and love.

Prayer After Communion ~ Prayer of Jesus
We Respond and Prepare to Move into the World

We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry
‘The light of the world is here.
The job now is to keep it burning.’
an excerpt from ‘Hope Was Heard Singing’ - Sally Foster-Fulton

And we come, too, with gifts of our own
as rich and as precious as gold.
Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart
offering wealth untold, offering wealth untold.
Follow the star of the night,
star of wonder, star so bright,
offer your gifts whatever they are,
be not afraid, follow the star.
words & music Joyce Poley
“Follow The Star” from’ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’

Word of Wisdom for the Days and Year to Come

‘As The Old Year Passes’ by David MacGregor

We Are Blessed - We Are Called to Be a Blessing
… and they returned home by another way….
Matthew 2: 12

“I am the light of the world!
You people come and follow me!”
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery
of what you were meant to do and be.

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and the shepherds have found their way home.
The work of Christmas is begun:
I am the light of the world….
Voices United 87

Music to Send Us Out into the World
A Thank You is Extended to Sally O’Neill, Paula Millman, David & Shelley Pos,
Donna Weaver, Sandy Mackay, and Mary-Beth Moriarity
for their worship leadership.

A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME
Please stay safe. Please wear a mask. Please social distance when possible.
We remember and acknowledge that we worship and gather on
unceded lands in Mi'kma’ki, the ancestral territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
Music reprint & online streaming with permission under
#739136-A. All rights reserved.

Please know that as we move through this spike in COVID numbers, your PUC Council is in ongoing
conversations in regards to our worship gatherings and other PUC meetings and activities.
As you are aware, our worship this Sunday will be live-streamed (no in person)
and given the continuing spike, the plan is to continue live-streamed only
for, at least, Sunday, January 16th - reassessing for the following weeks.
Our PUC Committees/ Groups are meeting as needed:
either safely in-person following all protocols or via ZOOM:
though some (e.g. Grab & Go) are waiting until the COVID numbers decrease
before resuming their ministry. So though we have pivoted once again, our work and ministry continues.
Please note our PUC Office Hours- and feel free to call or stop by the Church.
Also, if you need a listening ear or any assistance please do not hesitate to call me
at the PUC Office, my home 902-485-4151 or my cell 902-759-1386.
p.s.… If you become aware of a pastoral concern, know that I appreciate
being informed. Do not assume I know, because often I do not. So I do appreciate your calls to 'let me know'.
And, as always, THANK YOU for all your support and care.

We wouldn't be able to do what we do without the many gifts you share:
including your generous and loving financial support - Thank You!
As always, you can offer your financial gifts through etransfer - pictouunited@eastlink.ca
by mailing or dropping off at the PUC Office;
or by calling the PUC Office to make convenient arrangements.

