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Sunday, February 25th, 2018
Second Sunday in Lent

93rd Annual Congregational Meeting
"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.
We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel
insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children of God.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It is not just in some of us; it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear,
our presence automatically liberates others."
Marianne Williamson: A Return To Love

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements

† Call to Order
† Nomination / Election of Co-Chairpersons & Secretary
† Voting Privileges
† Adoption of Agenda
Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:

Lent - pausing… preparing… pondering.
Lent - slowing… searching… seeking.
Lent - dwelling… deepening… discerning.
Lent - refreshing… reorienting… renewing.
May this time open us
to the presentness of God,
source of being,
among us and within:
As we prayerfully sing, the Christ Candle Is Lit
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Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
based on Psalm 46
sung twice ~ More Voices 77

We Gather Together
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:

Gather us in!
God of the past, who has fathered and mothered us!
Gather us in!
God of the future, who is always ahead of us!
Gather us in!
God of the present, here in the midst of us!
Gather us in!
God of life, beyond us, within us!
Gather us in!
Gather us in!
Where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there, I am there.
sing three times ~ More Voices 14

We Are Gathered in Prayer
We sing of a church
seeking to continue the story of Jesus
by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.
We are called together by Christ
as a community of broken but hopeful believers,
loving what he loved,
living what he taught,
striving to be faithful servants of God
in our time and place.
from “A Song of Faith”

Today we gather.
Meeting to consider
where we stand
and who we are.
We come to order ourselves
into a new sense of order according to our progress
from our last gathering to this one.
Be with us, O God,
In this space and time:
As we celebrate our ministry;
As we give thanks for the abundant generosity of gifts that enrich us;
As we set a pathway that is possible for us to journey into the year ahead;
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As we affirm that we are yours.
Today we gather. Blessed be!
♫ And So We Sing…

Take a look around you, what do you see?
The beautiful rainbow of God’s family.
Though we’re all different, no two of us the same,
God loves each of us and calls us by name.
adapted from “God’s Rainbow’
words & music by Donald Schmidt - Season of the Spirit Vol 1

† Adoption of the Minutes of the 92nd Annual Congregational Meetings:
February 5th, 2017 Appendix A of 2017 Annual Report p. 43-44
February 26th, 2017 Appendix B of 2017 Annual Report p. 45-46

† Receiving (as printed) the 2017 Annual Report
♫ And So We Sing…

We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for this circle of friends and family.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
adapted from ‘We Give Thanks’- words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
More Voices 21

Scripture Story ‘Sign of Blessing’
based on Genesis 9:8-17
♫ And So We Sing…

We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for God’s promise of love, to you and me.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
adapted from ‘We Give Thanks’- words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts

We Take Time to Celebrate & Ponder our Ministries & Ministry
Affirming ~ Supporting ~ Enabling
Within the congregation of Pictou United Church we are committed to…
providing a place and atmosphere that will enhance
spiritual growth and encompass all ages;
celebrating and nurturing our Christian faith
through meaningful worship and music;
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enhancing a spirit of fellowship and faith development through
events and programs that acknowledge and affirm the gifts and talents of all;
sharing with God in ministries of care and outreach within and beyond
the community to create a just world for all.
Ministry of Music

‘Family of Faith’
We Respond and Move into the World

We Prepare to Offer our Gifts

† Affirming our 2018 Mission & Service Objective
Offertory~ Prayer
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving
Spirit, open my heart.
More Voices 79

† Report of the Nominations Committee & Covenanting
We covenant and celebrate with those who have been elected to take on
particular responsibilities within our Church community.
‘To embody God’s love in the world,
the work of the church requires the ministry and discipleship of all believers.’
from “A Song of Faith”

Will you endeavour to carry out your responsibilities
prayerfully and faithfully, with integrity and with joy?
I will, by the grace of God.
The Congregation is invited to stand

Will you honour the leadership offered? Will you assist them through daily prayer,
generous support, and personal example, so that, together,
we may be faithful to the mission and ministry that is ours together?
We will, God being our helper.
♫ And So We Sing…

We give thanks for tomorrow and thanks for today.
We give thanks for the journey and faith along the way.
We give thanks for the promise of Jesus with us now.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trish Watts

† Celebrating & Honouring Ministry
We give thanks to God for the faithfulness of
Doris Young and J. Arthur MacDonald.
We are honoured to name them as Honourary Elders.
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† Remaining Business
† Adjournment
Words of Parting ~ Sung Blessing
“Church is not where we go;
it is who we are.”
We believe in a sacred power within and around us –
A divine spirit that we call by many names
and experience in many ways,
that empowers and heals,
that calls us forth.
We believe in our creativity Making and transforming beauty
out of words and notes,
images and colours,
lines and pictures
… and silence.
We believe in doing justice Justice that compels and empowers us
to risk whatever we must risk
to create a climate
in which all people can be who they are.
We believe in our dreams We experience the world as it is,
in both its ugliness and beauty,
and we see what it can become.
We believe in making peace A peace that is based on openness,
honesty and compassion.
We believe in hope We expect change to continue to occur in our world.
We rely on our courage to continue
to bring about these changes.
We believe in love A passionate love within and around us
that laughs and cries,
challenges and comforts,
a healing love that perseveres.
We believe in potential We know who we are,
painful as that can be at times,
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yet we continue to call each other
to become more of who we are.
We believe in celebrating We remember and we commemorate.
We create rituals.
We play and dance,
and sing and love well.
We believe in our diversity We affirm our many shapes and sizes,
colours and traditions,
emotions and thoughts,
differences and similarities.
We believe in life Life that wells up within
and flows out of us
like a streaming fountain.
We believe we are good and holy,
a sacred part of all creation.
“We Believe in a Sacred Power” by Susan Kramer - Courage To Love

♫ And So We Sing…

We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us, we are not alone.
based on our United Church Creed
music: Pat Mayberry

Music to Send Us Out into the World
We move from circle to table!
All are invited to join together for our
Choir’s FAMOUS Chickenburger Luncheon.
Tickets only $7.
We wish to express our thanks and gratitude to our volunteer
cleaners and to those who assist in keeping PUC a beautiful and
welcoming place. Many thanks for your superb eﬀorts.
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2 pm, Friday, March 2, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
The 2018 theme is “All God’s Creation is Very Good”
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A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME

Greeting the congregation are Ken & Doris MacMillan.
Our Steward today is Brian Burris.
Our Ambassador today is Jane Burris.
Lay Leaders are ALL of US!
Visit pictouunited.com & united-church.ca
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Tuesday, Feb. 27
Wed. Feb. 28

7:00 pm ♫ Choir practice. All Welcome! ♫
8:30 am PU Healthy Lifers
10:30 am Worship at the Oddfellows Home
11:00 am Grab & Go Lunch Program
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry

Thursday, March 1

7:00 pm Sabbatical Planning Ad-hoc Committee

Friday, March 2

9:30 am Friday FunDay
2:00 pm World Day of Prayer - St Andrew’s Presby.

Next Sunday

First Sunday
of the Month

10:30 am Worship ~ Lent with Julian of Norwich

Coffee Hour following Worship
with “Kitchen Training” Seminar

HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’

The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”

Midwinter take out Lunch for 2
Includes 2 biscuits, Order from the Hutch,
Pick up next Sunday at Coffee hour
NEXT SUNDAY: Join us for COFFEE HOUR
Remember donations for the Food Bank.

REMEMBER! FUNDSCRIP orders accepted next Sunday.
For more info call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738.
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