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Epiphany Sunday!
In a sad and sorrowful corner,
just a chink of light can abolish the darkness.
Where life is stifled and stale,
just a hint of a breeze can quicken the spirit.
The birth of a tiny baby heralds a new way
even when all hell breaks loose
and Herods reign supreme.
Light of the world,
Spirit’s breath,
body of Christ,
come and shine
“Shine” ~ Sally Foster-Fulton

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements ~ Mission Moment
Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause
We have gathered in this sacred place.
A place of wisdom.
A place of connection.
A place of love.
A place of light.
One: May the love that breathes life
into all humanity
and all of creation
ALL: be born in us today.

One:
ALL:

As we sing, the Advent Candles and the Christ Candle Are Lit…
Light a candle, a symbol of hope.
Light a candle and warm in its glow.
Light a candle to shine in the dark,
Light a candle, open your heart.
Light a candle, and open your heart.
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Light a candle, a symbol of peace…
Light a candle, a symbol of joy…
Light a candle, a symbol of love…
‘Light a Candle’ words & music: Terry Macham
Gathering ACE 2016.

We Gather Together
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
Hymn

We wake up in the morning,
and see the sunrise!
How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!
We are warmed by the sun,
and the rain cleanses all creation!
How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!
We watch the moon light up the night,
and we fall asleep to the lullabies of the stars!
How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!
Angels, from the Realms of Glory

Gathering Prayer

Voices United 36

in unison

After the preparing and pausing of Advent,
after the whirl and joy of Christmas,
in the quiet dark tiredness of midwinter,
help us, God of stable birth,
to release our resolutions into your hands.
Leaning not on our own understandings,
relying not solely on our own strength and wills,
but on your hope, your peace, your joy, your love.
May we continue, day after day,
to be re-made by your gifts at work in us
and through us.
May it be so. Amen.
adapted from ‘New Year-New Me’ by Evelyn Sweerts: Winter

Moment for Silent Prayer
We Prayerfully Sing

Twilight, then darkness,
night falls and candles glow.
Gently surrounding us
a new birth of love.
Watching, waiting, awak’ning
a new birth of love.
“Advent Chant”; words & music: Phil Porter & Elaine Kirkland
in Seasons of the Spirit
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Moment for All- Hymn

Follow the Star

tune: This is the Day

Voices United

412

Follow the Star
Follow the star
to Bethlehem.
to Bethlehem.
Look for the one
Look for the one
who will bring us peace.
who will bring us peace.
His light will shine for the world to see.
Follow the star
to Bethlehem.

His light will shine for the world to see.
Follow the star

Thanks be to God
Thanks be to God
for this baby boy.
for this baby boy.
Thanks be to God
Thanks be to God
for this time of joy.
for this time of joy.
God’s love will shine through you and me.
Thanks be to God
for this baby boy.

God’s love will shine through you and me.
Thanks be to God

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Will you come and see the light
from the stable door?
It is shining newly bright,
though it shone before.
It will be your guiding star,
it will show you who you are.
Will you hide, or decide to meet the light?
Voices United 96

Epiphany Reﬂections
A Story from our Scripture Tradition
Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi’s Story

We Sing the Ancient Story
The First Nowell
Voices United 91
Words to Ponder
‘Star of Wonder’
Thom M Shuman: Winter

We Sing
I Am the Light of the World Voices United 87
Words to Ponder
‘Wise’
Anna Bosatta: Winter
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We Sing
A Star For Our Journey
We come to this moment, we have travelled so far,
like long ago wise ones who were led by a star.
The roads we have taken are the days of the year,
and some have been joyous and some full of fear.
We come to this moment, we come as we are,
with all that has happened we bear the year’s scar.
But here there is welcome, no more need we roam:
in the birth of the Christ child our hearts have come home.
This moment’s eternal, it’s endlessly new,
God’s presence amongst us is endlessly true.
How awesome the silence in which can be heard
the hope and the peace of the incarnate Word.
This moment’s to treasure, it’s wonder, it’s praise!
Enthralled by such gifting, we can only gaze.
How small is this life-light, how bright and how clear,
a star for our journey as year succeeds year.
tune: ‘Away in a Manger’
lyrics: Avis Palmer- Songs for Winter

We Respond and Move Into the World
We Prepare to Offer our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer
And we come, too, with gifts of our own
as rich and as precious as gold.
Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart
offering wealth untold, offering wealth untold.
Follow the star of the night,
Star of wonder, star so bright,
Offer your gifts whatever they are,
Be not afraid, Follow the star.
“Follow The Star” from ’Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’

Prayer for Epiphany- Lord’s Prayer sung- Voices United 959
A Story to Take With Us
Hymn

‘The Five Candles’

A Light Is Gleaming

Voices United 82

Music to Send Us Out Into the World
Please join together in our Church Hall following worship
for our annual “left-over” Coﬀee Hour
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A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME

Greeting the congregation are Carolyn Moore & Linda Tucker.
Our Steward today is Brian Burris.
Our Ambassador today is Diane Vaughan.
Mission & Service Enthusiast is Margaret Anne Dodson.
Visit pictouunited.com & united-church.ca
THIS WEEK AT PUC | O 902 485-8081 TUE. 8:30 -12:30 ,
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Tuesday, Jan. 9
Wed. Jan. 10

7:00 pm ♫ Choir practice. All Welcome! ♫
8:30 am PU Healthy Lifers
11:00 am Grab & Go Lunch Program
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:00 pm Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee Meeting

Friday, Jan. 11
Next Sunday

9:30 am Friday FunDay
10:30 am Worship ~ We Share in the Gifts
of Bread & Wine

PUC is a NUT & SCENT AWARE ZONE. Please remember when providing
food for events. Please be aware of scent sensitivities of others. Thank you.
HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’

The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”

REMEMBER! FUNDSCRIP orders accepted today.
For more info call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738.
Pictou Presbytery Extends an Invitation to All as We Celebrate
The Beginnings of 2 New Ministries.
TONIGHT Jan 7 @ 7 pm at St. Paul United -Westville
A Service of Covenanting with the Rev. Mary Taylor

Sunday Jan 14 @ 4 pm at Sharon St. John - Stellarton
A Service of Covenanting with the Rev. Karen Ross.
Karen will be minister at Sharon St John, Green-Hill Alma
and Merigomish United churches.
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S'#%-, J#'(- 28 is the deadline for the ANNUAL REPORT!
Please email: pictouunited@eastlink.ca
ANNUAL MEETING - Financial: Sunday Feb 4 following worship.
ANNUAL MEETING Worship: Sunday, February 25, 2018.

THANK YOU to all who ‘Took the Shirts Off Their Backs’
this AdventAdvent-Christmas.
Your generous support does make a difference !
The Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee will be sorting the TT-Shirt Totes
and delivering our gifts to the SPCA; the North Shore Addictions Centre;
Kids First Resource Centre; Roots for Youth; the First Baptist Homeless
Shelter; our Pictou Town Opportunity Shop; the local School Breakfast
Programs and our Grab & Go Lunch Program.
We are Getting Set for Another Semester of Offering Our
“Grab & Go” lunch program at Pictou Academy
This Ministry is one way for us to meet the food needs of
our community as we each out to our youth.
Each Wednesday, 85 + bag lunches are prepared here at PUC
and then brought to the Academy for distribution.
The result  PA students enjoying a healthy lunch
they might not have otherwise.
If you would like to learn more or how you can support this outreach
project please speak to Mary MacCallum 902 485-8319.

Something to consider! purchasing a grocery card
through FUNDSCRIP to support this initiative!

In the Spirit 5
Sunday, Feb 4, 7 pm, Admission $10
Singing, Dancing, Carrying-On. Fun for the whole family.

Bulletin Dedications…
Dedications… In loving memory of... In celebration of...
Minimum donation is $20. Please call the office for your dedication.
Have You Considered PAR?
PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) is another way for us
to support the ministry we share.
Through automatic withdrawals , which are set up according to your
wishes, PAR ensures regular financial support of our ministry. It also provides a dependable flow of contributions, which increases our overall financial stability.
For info contact the Church Office or Bill Dodson 902 485-6301

On Monday, January 15 the 17th Wave Glasgow New Horizons band program will
begin with an instrument demonstration and experimentation session at Christ Anglican Church, Stellarton at 4 pm. All are welcome and no experience is necessary.
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