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"Do we know, each one of us,
that we are bearers of the sacred beat of life?
Do we know
that we can honor that beat in one another and in all things?
And do we know
that it is this combination - of knowing that we are bearers of Presence
and choosing to honor Presence in one another that holds the key to transformation in our lives and world?"
John Philip Newell
poet, peacemaker, minister, author, and former Warden of Iona Abbey

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause
One: In each moment of this day resides:
ALL: Possibility;
Opportunity;
Wisdom;
Beauty;
Healing;
Wonder.
One: May our time together open us to all that is sacred
ALL: Surrounding us;
Embracing us;
Transforming us;
Empowering us;
Grounding us.
As We Stand to Sing
the Christ Candle Is Lit

May we awake, awaken to the presence of God,
presence of God, the presence of God.
May we awake, awaken to the presence of God,
here in this ordinary place.
sung twice ~ words & music by Bret Hesla (Seasons of the Spirit)
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We Gather Together
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:

Hymn

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits:
Inviting us to gather.
God’s Spirit calls to our spirits:
Inviting us by love.
God’s Spirit calls to our spirits:
Calling us;
Calling each of us;
Calling all of us;
Calling us by name;
Calling us to risk;
Calling us to act;
Calling us to know once more that
we are God’s.
Shout for God!

Voices United 246

We are Gathered in Prayer
Throughout the gospels we are repeatedly told
that after some word or deed of Jesus
“his disciples believed in him.”
The point of this statement
is not that up to this point they had no faith,
but rather that their faith deepened with the passage of time.
To believe in God
is more than simply to profess God’s existence;
it is to enter into communion with God and
- the two being inseparable with our fellow human beings as well.
from the writings of Liberation Theologian, Gustavo Gutierrez

One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:

When we speak in anger or hatred,
and when our words cause division;
deepen our faith and call us back to your way, O God.
When we treat others with contempt or violence,
or simply ignore them;
deepen our faith and call us back to your way, O God.
When we take more than our share of resources,
and others must bear the burden;
deepen our faith and call us back to your way, O God.
When we do not live in love and peace,
choosing instead fear and injustice;
deepen our faith and call us back to your way, O God.
When we know that you are calling us, and we choose not to follow;
deepen our faith and call us back to your way, O God.
Moment for Silent Prayer
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One:

ALL:

May we always seek to become one with God
and with one another.
Building God’s reign of justice, healing, peace, compassion
and love, on earth.
May it be so! Amen!
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
sung twice ~ More Voices 21

Moment for All
Let’s Sing!

No matter who you are, no matter what you do,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re rich, no matter if you’re poor,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re old, no matter if you’re young,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re short, no matter if you’re tall,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
words & music: Valarie Kingsbury & Christopher Bowman
used with permission

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us, ground us in you.
More Voices 7

We Pause and Ponder the Gospel Stories
Gospel Story

Mark 1: 14-20

‘Follow Me!’

Reflections
We Pause and Ponder

Mark 2: 13-17

Gospel Story

‘And I Did’

Reflections
We Pause and Ponder

Gospel Story

Mark 7: 24-30

‘Go’

Reflections
We Pause and Ponder
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Gospel Story

Mark 10: 17-22

‘Follow Me?’

Reflections
We Pause and Ponder

Gospel Story

Mark 10: 46-52

‘Come ...Go…And I Did’

Reflections
We Pause and Ponder

Hymn

Christ Has No Body Now but Yours

More Voices 171

We Respond and Move into the World
We Prepare to Offer our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.
Ministry of Music

More Voices 191

‘He Touched Me’

A Litany of Hope for Winter
As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.
Genesis 8:22

One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
Hymn

The trees of the wood await spring’s re-clothing;
the branches will be green again.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.
The sun will rise higher in our skies;
its light will be warm upon our faces once more.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.
The days will grow longer;
light will push back the darkness.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.
Seeds will germinate and grow;
the flowers will bud and bloom.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.
The ears of the wheat will form and ripen;
the grass will grow to feed the cattle.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.
Geese will return and fill the skies;
birds will fill the land with song.
This we affirm: God is faithful and true.

Simon Taylor- Winter

When the Wind of Winter Blows

More Voices 71
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Words of Parting – Blessing Prayer
Transforming God,
quieting light into darkness,
awakening darkness into light,
casting signs like shooting stars
across the edges of our vision,
unfurl your wisdom in Spirit
so that our work may reveal your realm
already present,
enfolding the beloved community
with whom we serve.

Let it be so!
from the writings of the Rev. Andrea La Sonde Anastos
Unitarian Universalist - Littleton, Colorado

We Go Out Singing

Let’s go out and love one another,
pray and care for the people in need.
Let’s be a sign of the love from above,
and let this spark be a fire indeed.
Let’s go out and keep on singing,
sing to the trees and the moon above,
clap your hands and lift your feet,
and dance to the music of love.
from ‘Let’s Go Out’ words & music – Leigh Newton
Seasons of the Spirit Songbook Vol.4

Music to Send Us Out Into the World

This week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of the birth of
Cecilia Genevieve Chisholm Snell, on Jan. 1st, 2018, daughter of
Holly Chisholm & Bruce Snell, granddaughter of Harold & Brenda Chisholm.
A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME

Our ‘Second Cup’ Hosts are Chriss Landry and Carolyn Moore.
Greeting the congregation are Brad & Mary MacCallum.
Our Steward today is Bill Dodson.
Our Ambassador today is Diane Vaughan.
Lay Leader is Murray McLaren.
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Following Worship

> Finance & Stewardship Committee Meeting

> Chocoholics 2018 Planning Meeting
Monday, Jan 22

6:30 pm Trustees & Property Committee Meeting

Tuesday, Jan 23

12:15 pm Week of Prayer Worship ** see announcement
5:30 pm Pictou Presbytery Meeting (Antigonish)
7:00 pm ♫ Choir practice. All Welcome! ♫

Wednesday, Jan 24

8:30 am PU Healthy Lifers
11:00 am Grab & Go Lunch Program
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:00 pm CAiRN Meeting
7:00 pm TAPESTRY Gathering

THURSDAY, Jan 25

7:00 pm COUNCIL MEETING

Friday, Jan 26

9:30 am Friday FunDay

Next Sunday

10:30 am We are Gathered in Worship

PUC is a NUT & SCENT AWARE ZONE. Please remember when providing
food for events. Please be aware of scent sensitivities of others. Thank you.
HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’

The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”

Do you enjoy our Faith Inserts? Interested in joining our write-up team?
If so, or for more info, please contact Sharon Cheverie 902 485-5491.

Tapestry ... A Gathering of Women
Faith ~ Friendship ~ Fun,

THIS WEEK > Wednesday, Jan.24 @ 7 pm

Join together to welcome the new year
and chase away those January blues.
An evening of faith-filled fun & laughter to lift our spirits.
ALL INVITED ~ BRING A FRIEND!

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2018
“That All May Be Free”
Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power
Exodus 15:6

Join Together for Daily Ecumenical Prayer Services
sponsored by the Pictou Town Churches

Beginning at 12:15 pm each day – about 20 minutes in duration
Monday, Jan 22 ........................ St James Anglican Church
Tuesday, Jan 23 ........................ Pictou United Church
Wednesday, Jan 24 .................. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
Thursday, Jan 25 ...................... Stella Maris Church
Friday, Jan 26 ........................... First Presbyterian Church
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S'#%-, J#'(- 28 is the deadline for the ANNUAL REPORT!
Please email: pictouunited@eastlink.ca
ANNUAL MEETING - Financial: Sunday Feb 4 following worship.
ANNUAL MEETING Worship: Sunday, February 25, 2018.

C-H- -R-C-H… WHAT IS MISSING? “U”!
YOUR GIFTS ARE NEEDED!
As the Annual Meeting approaches, the Nominations Committee is
seeking those willing to offer their gifts in the ministry of our Council and its
Committees. Please carefully consider this call to join in the work of our wider
church. If you are currently an Elder or a Committee member, take a moment to
think about those you believe have gifts to offer, and then invite them to consider
saying "yes".
If you are willing to offer your time and talents, or have a name to suggest, please
speak to a member of the Nominations Committee:
Chriss Landry, chair 485-5817
Carolyn Moore 759-5722

David Steele 485-6738
Annette Whitehead 485-3083

Once again, In conjunction with the Pictou Winter
Carnival, we are planning chocoholics 2018,
Saturday. February, 10, 6-8 pm.
Nancy Steele & Diane Vaughan are seeking new
ideas and new faces to help out! We are also
seeking dollar-store donations for use as prizes.
A brief meeting follows worship today.
For more info speak to Nancy or Diane.
An Update on UCC Remit Implementation
With General Council 42 Remits, regarding changes in our Church’s structure,
receiving substantial agreement across the Church, work is underway to prepare
for implementation - aware that Remits still require final and formal approval
by the 43rd General Council, meeting (July ‘18). Inherent in Remit 1 is the
expectation that Presbyteries and Conferences will come to an end, and Regions
will be formed as the new “in-between” council of our structure Communities of Faith - Regional Councils - Denominational Council.
A Commission has been working to arrive at decisions about configuration of
Regions and a preliminary report has been released, suggesting that in the proposed new
Structure, there be 17 Regional Councils established. This is a preliminary report and
feedback from individuals, Church Councils, Presbyteries etc. is sought and encouraged.
You can see a map of the boundaries and read more about the
Remit implementation process at www.united-church.ca
February 24th, PC Roots for Youth hosts the Coldest Night of the Year
A 2, 5 & 10 km winter walk held in 125+ cities across Canada.
• GOAL: to raise $45,000 by February 24! HOW: We're seeking 25 team cap‐
tains to recruit 7‐8 friends for a team, with a goal of raising $1,800.
• BONUS: Every participant gets a Coldest Night toque, (while supplies last).
Info contact: Jan Keefe 902 695 3241 jan@pictoucountyrootsforyouth.com
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