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Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.
You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve….
You don’t have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve.
You only need a heart full of grace.
A soul generated by love.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
from King's "Drum Major Instinct" sermon - February 4th, 1968

We Gather in Community
As the music begins, we are invited to
prepare ourselves for worship.

Music to Gather Us
Welcome & Announcements
Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause
One:
ALL:

One:
ALL:

In each moment of this day resides
Possibility;
Opportunity;
Wisdom;
Beauty;
Healing;
Wonder.
May our time together open us to all that is sacred
Surrounding us;
Embracing us;
Transforming us;
Empowering us;
Grounding us.
As We Stand to Sing
the Christ Candle Is Lit

May we awake, awaken to the presence of God,
presence of God, the presence of God.
May we awake, awaken to the presence of God,
here in this ordinary place.
sung twice ~ words & music by Bret Hesla (Seasons of the Spirit)
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We Gather Together
One:
ALL:

One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:

Hymn

Our hearts lie open before you,
God of love, God of life:
Gather us,
all that we are,
all that you call us to be.
Our deepest hopes and dreams rise before you,
God of wonder, God of joy:
Gather us,
all that we are,
all that you call us to be.
Our worship is a reflection of our desire to live in
relationship with you and with one another.
God of justice, God of liberation:
Gather us,
all that we are,
all that you call us to be.
God Is Here

Voices United 389

We are Gathered in Prayer
One:
ALL:

One:
ALL:

One:
ALL:

It doesn't matter how far we go to run from you.
God-who-calls-us:
you reach out
and touch us
with healing in your hands,
and turn us around
so we can follow you.
It doesn't matter how suspicious we are of you.
God-who-invites-us-to follow:
you remove our fears
with your compassion,
you take away our doubts with
complete acceptance
of who we are.
It doesn't matter how often we ignore your words.
God-who-speaks-to-us:
you whisper to us
until our ears
tingle with anticipation
and we listen
with eager hope…
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
sung twice ~ More Voices 21
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Moment for All
Let’s Sing!

No matter who you are, no matter what you do,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re rich, no matter if you’re poor,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re old, no matter if you’re young,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
No matter if you’re short, no matter if you’re tall,
you’re a special part of God’s world.
words & music: Valarie Kingsbury & Christopher Bowman
used with permission

We Open Ourselves to Wisdom
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us, ground us in you.
More Voices 7

Hebrew Scripture Story
We Sing

1 Samuel 3: 1-10

“Speak God”

p.274

You know me, O God, you have made me.
I am proud I’m the work of your hand.
In my waking and sleeping moments,
with my being I will praise your name.
inspired by Psalm 139 ~ More Voices 131

Scripture Wisdom

Psalm 139

a paraphrase

Oh, God, you are always with me.
I am never alone.
And you know me, and you love me.
Oh, God, you know what I am doing.
You know what I am thinking – even before I say it.
And you know me, and you love me.
Oh, God, you were with me when I was a baby.
You made me so wonderfully – you knew what I looked like
before I was born.
And you know me, and you love me.
You are great, God, so great and kind and caring.
You have given me the gift of family and friends.
And you know me, and you love me.
Oh, God, your love is big!
Wherever I go, your love is there.
Your love surrounds me like a blanket.
And you know me, and you love me.
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You know me, O God, you have made me.
I am proud I’m the work of your hand.
In my waking and sleeping moments,
with my being I will praise your name.

We Sing

inspired by Psalm 139 ~ More Voices 131

Gospel Story

John 1: 43-48

‘Follow Me’

p. 1064

You know me, O God, you have made me.
I am proud I’m the work of your hand.
In my waking and sleeping moments,
with my being I will praise your name.

We Sing

inspired by Psalm 139 ~ More Voices 131

We Prepare to Gather and Share in the Feast of our Faith
We are called to this place of welcome,
to this table of our faith.
A place, a table, where we are formed and loved into community.
One: Come – for God is made known here:
in a feast spread;
in bread baked and broken;
in grapes grown and pressed.
ALL: Come – for God is made known here:
in eyes filled with peace;
in hands gently open to receive;
in lives blessed to be a blessing.
One: Namaste – the holy in me, greets the holy in you.
ALL: Namaste.
One:

ALL:

We Take a Moment to Meet and Greet One Another

We Sing Together

We give thanks for the goodness of love that is shared.
We give thanks for this table around which we are fed.
We give thanks for this circle of friends and family,
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trisha Watts

One:

ALL:

We thank you, God,
for you call us:
from slumber
from our workplaces
from our hopes and our fears
from our wonderings
and wanderings
and you say:
Here is my beloved child,
Jesus the Christ.
Listen.
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One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:
One:

ALL:

One:

ALL:

One:
ALL:

One:

ALL:

Follow.
Believe.
Serve.
And so we boldly proclaim:
Holy! Glory! Hosanna!
Here we are!
We follow the one
who comes in the name of God!
Holy! Glory! Hosanna!
Even when we ignore you, God,
and run as far as we can,
you do not give up on us.
It is your nature always to forgive.
It is your nature always to be patient.
Even when we ourselves
do not want to forgive or be patient.
So you came,
So you come,
to show us the way,
to show us your way.
Jesus; your words and wisdom made flesh.
A word of promise,
Wisdom reminding us and assuring us
that love is greater
than all our failures and shortcomings.
At this table, we remember how Jesus,
even in the face of betrayal, torture, and death,
still gathered with closest friends
and shared the Passover meal with them.
Jesus, saying a blessing, took bread:
This is the bread of life.
Let us share this bread and be strengthened
to bring peace and justice to the world.
Later, again saying a blessing, he poured a cup of wine:
This is the cup of God’s love.
Let us share this cup in solidarity with all the peoples of the world,
so peace and justice may prevail everywhere.
When we are afraid,
may the memory of this meal sustain us.
When we are uncertain,
may the memory of this meal ground us in God’s love.
When we feel unworthy,
may the memory of this meal remind us
that we are never alone.
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We give thanks for this offering of bread and of wine.
We give thanks for these blessings from earth and of vine.
We give thanks for this gathering of symbol, sign and song.
We give thanks. We give thanks. We give thanks.
words & music: Monica O’Brien & Trisha Watts

We Gather Around the Table
and Share in the Gifts of God’s Love
From time immemorial the sharing of bread and wine
has been the most universal of all symbols of community.
As we eat and drink together, we are strengthened as individuals and as a community of faith.
In this sharing, in this feasting, we are nourished, body and soul.
Bread of Life… Cup of God’s Blessing

As we share on the gifts of bread & wine, our choir will offer their gift of music:
‘We Gather Here’
Prayer After Communion in unison
God - heart of the world,
revealed through every aspect of creation,
understood through our awareness.
May we honour the holiness of creation and act accordingly
so that your love is reflected in the way we live.
May we always be thankful for the food we eat
and the friends we have.
May we forgive those who transgress against us
and be forgiven for our own.
In the freedom of love may we live as your heartbeat
and not be compromised by hesitation.
Through our freedom, may your justice
be seen and heard and experienced
forever and ever.
Ameni, ameni, amen, amen, amen, ameni
More Voices 219
a translation of the Lord’s Prayer by Sherri Weinberg
St, Paul’s Presbyterian (New Zealand)

We Respond and Move into the World
We Prepare to Offer our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

More Voices 191
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Words of Parting – Blessing
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:
One:
ALL:

If, here, you have found freedom,
take it with you into the world
If you have found comfort,
go and share it with others.
If you have dreamed dreams,
help one another,
that they may come true.
If you have known love,
give some back
to a bruised and hurting world.
adapted from a blessing by Lauralyn Bellamy

We Go Out Singing

Let’s Go Out
Let’s go out and keep on singing,
let's sing loud of the love that we know,
sing of the joy to the loving Creator,
sing to the world of the love that grows.
Let’s go out and keep on singing,
sing to the trees and the moon above,
clap your hands and lift your feet,
and dance to the music of love.
Let’s go out and keep on dancing,
dance through the night to the break of day.
Dance till the rocks all wash to the sea,
for the hope of Christ is here to stay.
Let’s go out and keep on singing…
Let’s go out and love one another,
pray and care for the people in need.
Let’s be a sign of the love from above,
and let this spark be a fire indeed.
Let’s go out and keep on singing…
words & music – Leigh Newton
Seasons of the Spirit Songbook Vol.4

Music to Send Us Out into the World

This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of
father, Robert Marks, by Tiena, Terry & family.
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A place of welcome…
A place of learning…
A place of exploring…
A place of laughter…
A place of prayer…
A holy place…
A people of faith making a difference
in our community and our world.
WELCOME

Greeting the congregation are Brian & Jane Burris.
Our Steward today is Bill Dodson.
Our Ambassador today is Diane Vaughan.
Lay Leader is Beth MacDonald.
Our Communion Elders this morning are: Brian Burris, Ruth Mackay,
John Spyder Macdonald, Jim Parker, Diane Vaughan.
Visit pictouunited.com & united-church.ca
THIS WEEK AT PUC | O 902 485-8081 TUE. 8:30 -12:30 ,
M"#/W%/T&'() 4-6 + & S'#%- +("( ." & "//"0#1 0"()&+.
B'//.# )'3))"# %%/# = W%#)%- @ 5 +

Tuesday, Jan. 16
Wed. Jan. 17

7:00 pm ♫ Choir practice. All Welcome! ♫
8:30 am PU Healthy Lifers
11:00 am Grab & Go Lunch Program
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
1:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting
3:15 pm Ways & Means Committee Meeting
6:00 pm CAiRN Meeting
7:00 pm

Thurs. Jan 18

1:30 pm Council Ad Hoc Group- EDGE Assessment

Friday, Jan. 19

9:30 am Friday FunDay

Next Sunday

9:45 am Join Us for ‘SECOND CUP’ Sunday
onward

10:30 am We Are Gathered in Worship
Following
Worship

Finance & Stewardship Committee Meeting
CHOCOHOLICS Planning Meeting

PUC is a NUT & SCENT AWARE ZONE. Please remember when providing
food for events. Please be aware of scent sensitivities of others. Thank you.
HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’

The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”

REMEMBER! FUNDSCRIP order pick-up is today.
For more info call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738.
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Pictou Presbytery Extends an Invitation to All as We Celebrate
The Beginnings of a New Ministry
TODAY Sunday Jan 14 @ 4 pm at Sharon St. John - Stellarton
A Service of Covenanting with the Rev. Karen Ross.
Karen will be minister at Sharon St John, Green-Hill Alma
and Merigomish United churches.

Tapestry ... A Gathering of Women
Faith ~ Friendship ~ Fun,
THIS WEEK > Wednesday, Jan.17 @ 7 pm

Join together to welcome the new year
and chase away those January blues.
An evening of faith-filled fun & laughter to lift our spirits.
ALL INVITED ~ BRING A FRIEND!

SUNDAY, BEFORE & AFTER WORSHIP.
PRESERVES, CARDS, BTS COFFEE, UCC CREST PINS;
HAND CRAFTS, GIFT CERTIFICATES… ETC.
CONTACT RUTH MACKAY 485-5442. ALL

PROCEEDS TO

PUC.

Bulletin Dedications…
Dedications… In loving memory of... In celebration of...
Minimum donation is $20. Please call the office for your dedication.
Have You Considered PAR?
PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) is another way for us
to support the ministry we share.
Through automatic withdrawals , which are set up according to your
wishes, PAR ensures regular financial support of our ministry.
It also provides a dependable flow of contributions,
which increases our overall financial stability.
For info contact the Church Office or Bill Dodson 902 485-6301

S'#%-, J#'(- 28 is the deadline for the ANNUAL REPORT!
Please email: pictouunited@eastlink.ca
ANNUAL MEETING - Financial: Sunday Feb 4 following worship.
ANNUAL MEETING Worship: Sunday, February 25, 2018.

We regret to announce that St Luke’s Luncheon
is cancelled for the season due to a lack of volunteers.
Watch for more information in the fall.
We apologize for any inconvenience.
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An Update on UCC Remit Implementation
With the General Council 42 Remits regarding changes in our Church’s structure, receiving substantial agreement across the Church, work is underway to
prepare for implementation - aware that the Remits still require final and formal
approval by the 43rd General Council, meeting (July 2018). Inherent in Remit 1 is
the expectation that Presbyteries and Conferences will come to an end, and Regions will
be formed as the new “in-between” council of our structure Communities of Faith - Regional Councils - Denominational Council.
A Commission has been working to arrive at decisions about the configuration of
Regions and their preliminary report has been released. They are suggesting that in the
proposed new Structure, there be 17 Regional Councils established across the country.
This is a preliminary report and feedback from individuals, Church Councils,
Presbyteries etc. is being sought and encouraged.
You can see a map of the boundaries and read more about the
Remit implementation process at www.united-church.ca
We are Getting Set for Another Semester of Offering Our
“Grab & Go” lunch program at Pictou Academy
This Ministry is one way for us to meet the food needs of
our community as we reach out to our youth.
Each Wednesday, 85 + bag lunches are prepared here at PUC
and then brought to the Academy for distribution.
The result  PA students enjoying a healthy lunch
they might not have otherwise.
If you would like to learn more, or how you can support this
outreach project, please speak to Mary MacCallum 902 485-8319.

Something to consider! purchasing a grocery card
through FUNDSCRIP to support this initiative!

Free Soup Luncheons, Thursdays 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
First Presbyterian Hall, All welcome!
On Monday, January 15 the 17th Wave Glasgow New Horizons band program will
begin with an instrument demonstration and experimentation session at Christ
Anglican Church, Stellarton at 4 pm. All welcome. No experience is necessary.
February 24th, PC Roots for Youth hosts the Coldest Night of the Year
A 2, 5 & 10 km winter walk held in 125+ cities across Canada.
• GOAL: to raise $45,000 by February 24th, 2017!
• HOW: We're seeking 25 team captains to recruit 7-8 friends for their team,
with a team goal of raising $1,800.
• TOQUE BONUS: Every walker who participates gets our
famous Coldest Night toque, (while supplies last).
If you have questions please contact: Coordinator:
Jan Keefe Phone: 902 695 3241 jan@pictoucountyrootsforyouth.com
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Once again, In conjunction with the Pictou Winter
Carnival, we are planning chocoholics 2018,
Saturday. February, 10, 6-8 pm.
Nancy Steele & Diane Vaughan are seeking new
ideas and new faces to help out! We are also
seeking dollar-store donations for use as prizes.
A brief meeting to discuss
follows worship next Sunday, JAN. 21.
For more info speak to Nancy or Diane.

Pictou United Proudly Serves Breaking the Silence Coffee !
Why??? Buying BTS makes a difference as it enables members of the
CCDA (Highlands Small Farmers’ Ctee.) to become organically certified and end their dependence on intermediaries and miserable prices.
It also supports the CCDA’s courageous work in seeking land reform
and economic justice. BTS coffee is a tangible expression of a strong
relationship between Maritimers and Guatemalans, developed especially through
the presence of BTS Interns who worked with the CCDA and often lived with
families in the community. All profits from sales go to support the work of
The Breaking the Silence Network of Maritime Conference.
And if you buy your BTS Coffee from THE HUTCH
you will also support the work of Mission & Service.
T,- J/01/23 I441- 56 7,- O94-2:-2
F/;7, ~ E7,;=4 ~ J147;=- ~ L;:;0?
Check it out in the Narthex

THANK YOU to all who ‘Took the Shirts Off Their Backs’
this AdventAdvent-Christmas.
Your generous support does make a difference !
The Pastoral Care & Outreach Committee has shared your gifts with
the SPCA; the North Shore Addictions Centre; Kids First Resource Centre; Roots for Youth; the First Baptist Homeless Shelter; our Pictou Town
Opportunity Shop; the local School Breakfast Programs
and our Grab & Go Lunch Program.
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